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Britain and the Dominions: "They are autonomous Chapter
communities within the British Empire, equal in status, L
in no way subordinate one to another in any aspect of
their domestic or external affairs, though united by a
common allegiance to the Crown, and freely associated
as members of the British Commonwealth of Nations5'.
This vital declaration was, however, not intended to
ignore facts. "The principles of equality and similarity
appropriate to status do not universally extend to
function", and questions of diplomacy and defence in
special required flexible machinery which could from
time to time be adapted to the changing circumstances
of the world.
The Conference of 1926, while it adopted this vital
doctrine of equality in status, could only indicate the
matters on which action would be requisite in order to
bring legal forms into accord with it. It recognised that
expert advice would be requisite before action could be
taken, and a Conference of experts in 19291 took up
the task. It interpreted its mandate in the widest spirit,
disregarding the more cautious suggestions of the Con-
ference of 1926. Some misgiving was created by its
findings in Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, but
the Imperial Conference of 1930 in substance approved
its views, and the Imperial Government undertook to
secure the legislation necessary to give effect to the
Conference resolutions when these had been approved
by the Dominion Parliaments. This preliminary was
duly accomplished, and the Statute of Westminster was
finally assented to by the King on December 11,193L2
1 Keith, Speeches and Documents on the British Dominions) 1918-
1931, pp. 173-205.                                        2 Ibid. pp. 231-307.